
Public Comment:  Bill Decker, DAU
• Comments on current status

• Software is left out of many discussions/training
• Differences in how software is designed and maintained not 

well understood

• PMs, COs, Systems Engineers (SEs), Product Support 
Managers (PSMs) – training inadequate
• Do not understand what GPR means (many do not understand 

can be shared with competitors for a government purpose)

• Many (more than half) believe if we paid for the data to be 
developed, we automatically have rights to the data (even if 
there is no CDRL/data delivery requirement in contract)

• Do not understand industry’s perspective, especially in 
preserving trade secrets



Public Comment:  Bill Decker, DAU
• Comments on current status (cont’d)

• PSMs, SEs, SW leads often not included in development 
of IP Strategy

• Many “so called” SMEs are not up to date on current 
policy direction
• Example – encountered many supporting JAG and CO who 

know the boilerplate, but do not have sufficient understanding 
to properly advise PMs

• Training is done in a “once and done” mode, with no 
requirement to be current on laws/policy



Public comments, Bill Decker, DAU

• Comments on training
• Same training not required for all, but all members of 

acquisition corps should receive some training
• Training requirements should include currency, rather 

than just one time training (the laws/regs change 
frequently)

• Teams of experts should be available to support the 
acquisition community
• Provide advise and assistance during development of IP 

Strategy
• MDAs should verify that assistance/guidance was sought and 

used in development of AS/IP strategy
• Experts should have significant training (and updated training), 

be evaluated periodically for expertise and currency


